
Noon Bible Study: 2 kings 15
2 Kings 15:1-7 - Azariah (aka Uzziah), King of Judah

Azariah (Uzziah) ruled for 52 years!  At some point in his reign he was “struck” by the LORD with leprosy (v. 5).  As a result of 
this condition he was moved to a separate house and day to day rulership of the kingdom was done by his son Jotham (more on his 
rule later).  This seems like a sad situation especially for a king who “did right in the sight of the LORD” according to verse 3.

2 Chronicles 26:3-5 - more information into Azariah/Uzziah’s reign.  Leprosy explained.

v. 5 - Uzziah does well especially during the prophetic ministry of Zechariah (different than the book of Zechariah).  “As long as 
he sought the LORD, God prospered him…”  Yep.

2 Chronicles 26:6-15 - “God Prospered Him” = Great military victory, economic growth, abundance

v. 8 - internationally famous and very strong
v. 13 - great power
v. 15 - famous and strong

2 Chronicles 26:16-21 – What Goes Up Must Come Down?

Just at the point when Uzziah should have been giving the LORD the most glory, he is instead lifted up with pride.  He becomes 
strong (v. 16) and then pride makes him weak.  So weak that he thinks he’s something he’s not (a priest) which leads to physical 
devastation (leprosy).

The greatest disease Uzziah suffered from was not seen on his skin.  It was the pride in his heart.  His dependance on the LORD 
lead to great things for the kingdom of Judah and God’s people.  His success was from the LORD as a reward for his obedience.  His 
downfall was the result of his departure from Yahweh.  Humble strength. Humble success.  Humble victory.  Only possible with a 
continued dependence on the strength-giver, the success-provider and victory-maker/

2 Kings 15:8-12 - Zechariah, King of Israel

v. 12 - Zechariah completes the 4th generation of kings of Israel in the line of Jehu.  Jehu was “rewarded” with a small dynasty 
over Israel after he was used by God to cut off the evil line of Ahab & Jezebel.  No one in his line, including Jehu himself, feared 
the LORD or rejected idolatry.

“With the passing of Jeroboam II, the nation has reached the “fourth generation” of the divine promise to Jehu (10:30) 
and has returned to the unstable government of the northern kingdom implied by 1 Kings 14:15 and illustrated in 1 Kings 
14–16 (before the houses of Omri and Jehu were established). Reign now follows reign in quick succession, as the reader 
moves toward the end of Israel’s story.” (ESV Study Bible)

After Jehu’s dynasty, the northern kingdom of Israel begins its quick spiral down to destruction.  The next and final season of 
this kingdom will be marked by instability, quick rule, and corruption.
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v. 8 - Zechariah rules for 6 months.  He is overthrown by Shallum the son of Jabesh

2 Kings 15:13-15 - Shallum, King of Israel

v. 13 - Shallum rules for 1 month.  He is overthrown by Menahem the son of Gadi.

2 Kings 15:16-22 - Menahem, King of Israel

v. 17 - Menahem rules for 10 years.

During the reign of Menahem, Assyria is on the rise as the regional powerhouse and empire.  Menahem paid 1000 talents of silver 
to Pul, the king of Assyria (aka Tiglath-pileser), to keep peace between Assyria and Israel.  He gets this money by harshly 
taxing his citizens.  1000 Talents is equivalent to 37 tons of silver.

2 Kings 15:23-26 - Pekahiah, King of Israel 

v. 23 - Pekahiah rules for 2 years.  He is the son of Menahem.  He is overthrown by Pekah, one of his military commanders.

2 Kings 15:27-31 - Pekah, King of Israel

v. 29 - Pekah rules for 20 years.  He is overthrown by Hoshea 
the son of Elah (v. 30)

Jeroboam II rules for 41 years.  The 5 kings that follow him 
rule for a combined 32 years and 7 months! 

It is during the reign of Pekah that the Assyrian invasion and 
captivity begins.  The previous dynasty was aligned with 
Assyria (Menaham) for a time but now Assyria is on the march 
for dominance in the region (and likely looking for better 
economic positioning in relationship to Egypt).  More than 
half of the kingdom is now lost to Assyria (see map).

2 Kings 15:32-38 - Jotham, King of Judah

v. 33 - Jotham became king at age 25 and ruled for 16 years. 
His death at 41 is notably young.

2 Chronicles 27:1-9 - More about Jotham’s reign

In contrast to his father, Jotham grew/became mighty because he ordered his way before the LORD.  His father (Uzziah) started 
strong but ended weak.  Spiritually weak because of his pride, and literally because of his leprosy.

NET 2 Chronicles 27:6 - Jotham grew powerful because he was determined to please the LORD his God.
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NAB 2 Chronicles 27:6 - Thus Jotham continued to grow strong because he lived resolutely in the presence of the LORD, 
his God.

NLT 2 Chronicles 27:6 - King Jotham became powerful because he was careful to live in obedience to the LORD his God.

JPS 2 Chronicles 27:6 - Jotham was strong because he maintained a faithful course before the LORD his God.

Determined to please the LORD.  Lived resolutely in the presence of the LORD.  Careful to live in obedience.  Maintained a faithful 
course before the LORD.  These are great descriptions of how we all should live.  Uzziah started strong and fizzled out when his 
pride took over.  Jotham learned that lesson and endured, faithfully unto the end.

The Hebrew word for “mighty” in 2 Chronicles 27:6 is chazaq.  It is the exact same word used in 2 Chronicles 26:

2 Chronicles 26:15-16 - Hence his (Uzziah’s) fame spread afar, for he was marvelously helped until he was strong.  16 
But when he became strong, his heart was so proud that he acted corruptly, and he was unfaithful to the LORD his God, 

We either arrive at a strong and mighty place and forget the LORD or we arrive at a strong and mighty place because we faithfully 
depend on the LORD.

This is a pretty tense time in Israel & Judah.  Israel is on the verge of total destruction and it isn’t clear what will become of Judah.  
Assyria is encroaching on the land of Israel and will soon be knocking at Judah’s door.  The kings of Israel are foolish and falling like 
dominos.  But the kings of Judah are faring better because they are “ordering their ways before the LORD” as Jotham did (2 Chronicles 
27:6).  But it seems as if we’re on thin ice and that the whole thing could fall apart soon.

So it should not surprise us that in the mercy and faithfulness of God, He is pleading with His people to stay close to Him.  How is He doing 
this?  Through his word! How else?  And His word is alive and well through faithful prophets.  In fact, we are in the middle of the 
prophetic ministry of some of the greatest.  Look at the timing of the following great prophets:

Isaiah 1:1 - The vision of Isaiah the son of Amoz concerning Judah and Jerusalem, which he saw during the reigns of Uzziah, 
Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah, kings of Judah.

Hosea 1:1 - The word of the LORD which came to Hosea the son of Beeri, during the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah, 
kings of Judah, and during the days of Jeroboam the son of Joash, king of Israel.

Micah 1:1 - The word of the LORD which came to Micah of Moresheth in the days of Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah, kings of Judah, 
which he saw concerning Samaria and Jerusalem. 

The worst of times brings out the best of God’s people, those who are faithful to His word.  In the unstable times we live in now, rather 
than growing anxious or fearful because of the noise, we should be still and listen for the steady and quiet yet resounding voice of the 
LORD.  We hear His word through the spirit, confirmed by the Bible.  The devil’s job is to try and keep the chaos going so we get tilted and 
freak out.  Thus the sure and steady word of God is more important than ever.

Do not neglect His word...for it is our navigator in these stormy days.  God has something to say to you.
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